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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Hitachi Joins the Open Invention Network Community 
 
 
Durham, NC (February 6, 2018) - Open Invention Network (OIN), the largest patent non-
aggression community in history, and Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501, Hitachi) announced today 
that Hitachi has joined as a community member.  As an innovation partner for the IoT era 
through the advanced Social Innovation Business that leverage OT (operational 
technology) and IT, Hitachi is demonstrating its commitment to open source software as 
an enabler of innovation across a wide spectrum of industries. 
 
“Hitachi was an early and enthusiastic supporter of open source. It helps businesses 
modernize their industrial applications with technologies that rely heavily on Linux and 
embedded Linux, like the Internet of Things (IoT),” said Keith Bergelt, CEO of OIN. “Given 
its substantial patent holdings, we are pleased that Hitachi has recognized the importance 
of participating in OIN as part of its IP strategy.”  
 
“Open source technology, especially Linux, drives innovation in areas that are critical to 
the customers that we serve, including technologies such as servers, storage, cloud, 
converged applications, big data and IoT,” said Norihiro Suzuki, Vice President and 
Executive Officer, CTO of Hitachi. “By joining Open Invention Network, we are 
demonstrating our continued commitment to open source technology, and supporting it 
with patent non-aggression in Linux.” 
 
OIN’s community practices patent non-aggression in core Linux and adjacent open source 
technologies by cross-licensing Linux System patents to one another on a royalty-free 
basis. Patents owned by Open Invention Network are similarly licensed royalty-free to any 
organization that agrees not to assert its patents against the Linux System.  The OIN 
license can be signed online at http://www.j-oin.net/. 
 
About Hitachi, Ltd. 
Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, delivers innovations that 
answer society's challenges. The company's consolidated revenues for fiscal 2016 (ended 
March 31, 2017) totaled 9,162.2 billion yen ($81.8 billion). The Hitachi Group is a global 
leader in the Social Innovation Business, and it has approximately 304,000 employees 
worldwide. Through collaborative creation, Hitachi is providing solutions to customers in 
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a broad range of sectors, including Power / Energy, Industry / Distribution / Water, Urban 
Development, and Finance / Government & Public / Healthcare. For more information on 
Hitachi, please visit the company's website at http://www.hitachi.com. 
 
About Open Invention Network 
Open Invention Network (OIN) is the largest patent non-aggression community in history 
and supports freedom of action in Linux as a key element of open source software. 
Funded by Google, IBM, NEC, Philips, Red Hat, Sony, SUSE, and Toyota, OIN has more 
than 2,400 community members and owns more than 1,200 global patents and 
applications.  The OIN patent license and member cross-licenses are available royalty-
free to any party that joins the OIN community.  For more information, visit 
http://www.openinventionnetwork.com. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Information contained in this news release is current as 
of the date of the press announcement, but may be subject 
to change without prior notice. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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